1/13/2009

ALLIED VAN LINES ANNOUNCES 41st ANNUAL MAGNET STATES REPORT 

Texas tops list for fourth year in a row as No. 1 relocation destination in U.S., followed by North Carolina and Virginia 

CHICAGO, January 13, 2009 — Texas may be well known for its tasty barbeque, rowdy cowboys and friendly nature, but it also boasts a solid employment base, low tax rates and some of the nation’s most affordable housing. And in these challenging economic times, those qualities can look particularly attractive to families and businesses looking to move to a place where they can plant some roots. So it’s no surprise that more people chose to relocate to Texas in 2008 than any other state, according to Allied Van Lines’ 41st Annual Magnet States Report released today. 

For the fourth year in a row, Texas took the lead as the No. 1 destination state in 2008 based on Allied’s report, which tracks U.S. migration patterns. 
Texas achieved the highest net relocation gain (inbound moves minus outbound moves performed by Allied Van Lines) of 1,903 in 2008. Also for the fourth year in a row, North Carolina placed second on the list with a net relocation gain of 800, followed by Virginia in third place with a gain of 398. 
Colorado and Oregon placed fourth and fifth respectively for states with the largest net relocation gains. 
“Texas truly offers such a wide range of activities for its residents,” said David King, general manager of Berger Transfer and Storage in Houston, Texas, and Allied Van Lines’ largest booking and hauling agent. Berger has 17 locations nationwide with four locations in Texas (Austin, Dallas, Houston and San Antonio). King added, “It makes a lot of sense that we moved more people here than anywhere in the U.S. in the last several years. More retirees are relocating here, especially to San Antonio and The Hill Country. And a lot of people are moving here from the Northeast for employment opportunities, reasonably priced housing and the high quality of life.” 

Texas experienced 5,891 inbound shipments and 3,988 outbound shipments by Allied, for a net relocation gain of 1,903—just slightly lower than last year’s net gain of 2,041. The Lone Star State chalked up 9,879 total shipments and ranked second behind California which had 11,400 total shipments and claimed “the most mobile state” title (the highest volume of inbound and outbound shipments by Allied Van Lines), followed by Florida in third place with 8,692 total shipments. 
“It’s easy to see why Allied Van Lines moved so many people here,” said Bill Hammond, president and CEO of the Texas Association of Business. “We have no state income tax and continue to maintain low taxes, which is especially attractive to businesses. That, in turn, creates more jobs here. Add to that affordable housing and an overall great quality of life and there’s no question why Texas is so appealing.” 
Brooke Hunt, chairman of the Texas Association of REALTORS?, agrees that moderate housing prices attract more people to Texas and said several other factors contribute to the state’s charm. 

“Not only is our housing affordable, we also enjoy quality construction and can buy more for our money in Texas,” Hunt said. “In addition to drawing homeowners with great real estate, our public school systems rival the quality of many private schools and the business climate here is excellent. Our Legislature also works very hard to maintain low taxes, low unemployment rates and an outstanding business environment.” 
 Outbound States 

The largest net relocation losses (more outbound than inbound shipments) were experienced by Michigan, followed by Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Illinois. Auto industry difficulties most likely continued to negatively affect relocations to Michigan in 2008, as Allied Van Lines’ outbound shipments of 2,388 were about double its inbound shipments of 1,181 for the state. Pennsylvania experienced the second largest net relocation loss with 855 more outbound than inbound moves, closely followed by New Jersey with a net relocation loss of 738, and Illinois with 551. 

About Allied Van Lines 

Established in 1928, Allied Van Lines, with more than 500 agent locations in North America, is an experienced leader in household goods moving and specialized transportation services. Allied is one of the established global brands of SIRVA Inc., a leader in providing relocation services to corporations, consumers and governments around the world. For more information about Allied Van Lines, visit www.allied.com. 

About SIRVA Inc. 
SIRVA Inc. is a leading provider of relocation solutions to a well-established and diverse customer base around the world. The Company handles all aspects of relocation, including home purchase and home sale services, household goods moving, mortgage services, and home closing and settlement services. SIRVA conducts more than 300,000 relocations per year, transferring corporate and government employees in addition to individual consumers. SIRVA’s well-recognized brands include Allied, Allied International, Allied Pickfords, Allied Special Products, DJK Residential, Global, northAmerican, northAmerican International, SIRVA Mortgage, SIRVA Relocation and SIRVA Settlement. More information about SIRVA can be found on the Company's Web site at www.sirva.com. 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This release includes forward-looking statements within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements are not historical, but are based on management’s current expectations and beliefs concerning future developments and their potential effects upon SIRVA Inc. and its subsidiaries. There can be no assurance that future developments affecting us will be those anticipated by management. These forward-looking statements are not a guarantee of future performance and involve risks, uncertainties and other factors, including without limitation those described under the caption “Business Risks” and other risks described in our 2005 Annual Report on Form 10-K and other reports we submit to the Securities and Exchange Commission from time to time. We do not intend, and are under no obligation, to update any particular forward-looking statement included in this release. 
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	Source:  Allied Van Lines internal shipment data.  Data is sorted by percent total volume.
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Top state for outbound moves:  California.  Top magnet states:  Texas, North Carolina and Virginia

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Outbound
	 
	 
	Inbound 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Origin State
	Shipment Vol
	% Total
	 
	Destination State
	Shipment Vol
	% Total
	 
	 
	 

	CA
	5,963
	9.3%
	 
	TX
	5,891
	9.2%
	 
	 
	 

	FL
	4,347
	6.8%
	 
	CA
	5,437
	8.5%
	 
	 
	 

	TX
	3,988
	6.2%
	 
	FL
	4,345
	6.8%
	 
	 
	 

	IL
	3,373
	5.3%
	 
	VA
	2,888
	4.5%
	 
	 
	 

	PA
	2,783
	4.3%
	 
	NC
	2,826
	4.4%
	 
	 
	 

	VA
	2,490
	3.9%
	 
	IL
	2,822
	4.4%
	 
	 
	 

	MI
	2,388
	3.7%
	 
	NY
	2,290
	3.6%
	 
	 
	 

	NY
	2,353
	3.7%
	 
	GA
	2,278
	3.6%
	 
	 
	 

	OH
	2,185
	4.4%
	 
	AZ
	2,270
	3.5%
	 
	 
	 

	NC
	2,026
	3.2%
	 
	WA
	2,176
	3.4%
	 
	 
	 

	NJ
	1,998
	3.1%
	 
	CO
	2,098
	3.3%
	 
	 
	 

	AZ
	1,967
	3.1%
	 
	PA
	1,928
	3.0%
	 
	 
	 

	WA
	1,949
	3.0%
	 
	OH
	1,652
	2.6%
	 
	 
	 

	GA
	1,923
	3.0%
	 
	SC
	1,494
	2.3%
	 
	 
	 

	CO
	1,734
	2.7%
	 
	MA
	1,292
	2.0%
	 
	 
	 

	MD
	1,505
	2.4%
	 
	MD
	1,281
	2.0%
	 
	 
	 

	SC
	1,253
	2.0%
	 
	NJ
	1,260
	2.0%
	 
	 
	 

	TN
	1,238
	1.9%
	 
	TN
	1,251
	2.0%
	 
	 
	 

	MA
	1,208
	1.9%
	 
	MI
	1,181
	1.8%
	 
	 
	 

	MN
	1,167
	1.8%
	 
	MN
	1,138
	1.8%
	 
	 
	 

	IN
	1,097
	1.7%
	 
	OR
	1,132
	1.8%
	 
	 
	 

	NV
	1,092
	1.7%
	 
	CT
	1,040
	1.6%
	 
	 
	 

	CT
	1,068
	1.7%
	 
	MO
	1,009
	1.6%
	 
	 
	 

	MO
	927
	1.4%
	 
	NV
	934
	1.5%
	 
	 
	 

	WI
	925
	1.4%
	 
	WI
	929
	1.5%
	 
	 
	 

	OK
	903
	1.4%
	 
	AL
	798
	1.2%
	 
	 
	 

	UT
	872
	1.4%
	 
	UT
	790
	1.2%
	 
	 
	 

	IA
	801
	1.3%
	 
	IN
	785
	1.2%
	 
	 
	 

	KS
	793
	1.2%
	 
	KS
	746
	1.2%
	 
	 
	 

	OR
	772
	1.2%
	 
	LA
	741
	1.2%
	 
	 
	 

	AL
	707
	1.1%
	 
	KY
	724
	1.1%
	 
	 
	 

	KY
	697
	1.1%
	 
	OK
	645
	1.0%
	 
	 
	 

	LA
	662
	1.0%
	 
	NM
	629
	1.0%
	 
	 
	 

	NM
	553
	0.9%
	 
	IA
	577
	0.9%
	 
	 
	 

	DE
	456
	0.7%
	 
	ID
	529
	0.8%
	 
	 
	 

	ID
	439
	0.7%
	 
	AR
	477
	0.7%
	 
	 
	 

	WV
	418
	0.7%
	 
	DE
	426
	0.7%
	 
	 
	 

	NE
	385
	0.6%
	 
	MS
	383
	0.6%
	 
	 
	 

	ME
	339
	0.5%
	 
	NE
	370
	0.6%
	 
	 
	 

	MS
	336
	0.5%
	 
	MT
	345
	0.5%
	 
	 
	 

	AR
	292
	0.5%
	 
	DC
	327
	0.5%
	 
	 
	 

	ND
	265
	0.4%
	 
	NH
	316
	0.5%
	 
	 
	 

	NH
	230
	0.4%
	 
	ME
	293
	0.5%
	 
	 
	 

	DC
	203
	0.3%
	 
	WV
	286
	0.4%
	 
	 
	 

	RI
	196
	0.3%
	 
	RI
	203
	0.3%
	 
	 
	 

	MT
	187
	0.3%
	 
	WY
	189
	0.3%
	 
	 
	 

	SD
	186
	0.3%
	 
	VT
	176
	0.3%
	 
	 
	 

	WY
	170
	0.3%
	 
	SD
	175
	0.3%
	 
	 
	 

	VT
	148
	0.2%
	 
	ND
	153
	0.2%
	 
	 
	 

	AK
	21
	0.0%
	 
	AK
	53
	0.1%
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	63,978
	100.0%
	 
	Total
	63,978
	100.0%
	
	
	


